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Editor’s Mail

fContributions are Invited, Letters
shouid he imited to less than k)
words. Only signed letters will e eon-
sidered for publication.  Personal  at-
tarks on individuals will he eliminated,)

Social Security
Gentlemen:

For your many readers, who
were concerned over the appear-
ance recently in a national
magazine of an article entiiled
“How Secure Is Your Sozial
Security?" mayv I pleasze refer
them 1o the Congressional Reco-
ord, Friday, Sept. 29, 1967, for
a siatement by Wilbur J. Cohen,
undersecreiary of Health, Edu-,
and Welfare, -entitled
:'?ocill Security Is Not in Trou-
ble"?

KATHARINE H. LeBERASSEUR
Maniztigue School and
Public Liabrary
Manistique

Academic Freedom

Dear Sir: a

Subject: Oct. 23 gditorial on
fazulty responsibility,

In an attemp! to review the
chiel issues concerning the case
of Dr. Robert MecClellan, »ou
have, in my opinion, demon-
strated that you have no clear
conception of the proper =ozial
function of education and that
vou have no accuraie idea of
wiat academic freedom in-
vo.ves,

As the editorial stated, a
teacner *“has a contractiual re-
sponsioility to the taxpayvers and
to the community and to the
university.” These commitments
do exisi. But it s a commitment
to develop free human beings
who can- pit their humanity
against the subtle but awesome
pressure of a sociely cver more
prone to subtly manipulating its
citizens. To accomplish this goal,
a teacher must be free to bring
society and to
fortify them against the forces
of conformity. He must be free
to teach taem no! to avoid so-
cial and insfitutional issues if
for no other reasons than to

preserve freedom of choice and
the sanity of diversity of opin-
ion.

Considering the delicate and

complex nalture of this process,

any attempt to abridge or other-
wise lamper with academic {ree-
dom will have unfortunate ef-
fec:s’ on Northern Michigan
University. If the present trend
continues, 1 fear that NMU will
graduate individuals useful as
cadres for the system—unartistic
sguares, up-tight bores more
concerned with staius and per-
sonal security than with life and
experience,

Every educator must be free

-to sustain and foster the hu-
manity of his students., Nothing

could be more ambitious, more
urgent or more honorable,
JAMES F. McCARTHY
. 364 Hunt Hall

< Marquette
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OF MAIDS AND MEN
For several years New York

City has:-been émploying Meter
Maids to help enforce curbside
parking-meter regulations, and
tne program Lo use women for
the job has becn successiul. But
of course a law had to come
along and spoil it all—the state
Fair Employment Practices Jaw,
It forbids discrimination, which
is intrinsical!y commendable,
But it has forced the city to add
14 Meter Men to the 200 Mater
Maids. Somechow the whole
icdlea seems to be upset.—Si,
Louis Post-Dispatch
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